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OCTAVE OF THEOPHANY 

Յունուարի 20, 2019  January 20, 2019 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

The year of Family 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Arman Bedonian, Edik Eskandarian, & Lauren Kayaian 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: 1 Timothy 1:1-11.  John 2:1-11 
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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:00-3:00 pm 

 

 

Today there will be no Requiem Service after Badarak.  



COMMEMORATION OF ST. KIRAKOS AND  
HIS MOTHER JUDITHAH 

Judithah was a God-loving and pious woman. She had a three-year-old 
son, whose name was Kirakos. When persecutions against the Christians 
began, she left for Tarson. But she did not live a quiet and peaceful life 
there as the persecutions were being continued in Tarson, too. The saint 
woman was imprisoned and subjected to torments. Little Kirakos, seeing 
his mother’s sufferings cried, but despite the judge’s kindness and warm 
attitude, he was strengthened by his faith towards Christ and all the time 
repeated his mother’s words: “I am Christian and I worship Jesus 
Christ”. The baby tried by all means to get free from the judge’s hands 
and to go to his mother. He struck the judge in the hand and the an-
noyed judge threw the baby down the stairs. Knocking his head against 
a stone, the baby died. His mother rendered glory to God that her son 
was martyred, but did not betray Our Savior Jesus Christ. She was sub-
jected to indescribable torments and finally was beheaded. This event 
took place in 305 AD The Armenian Church has dedicated a church 
hymn to St. Kirakos. 
 

Commemoration of Sts. Martyrs Gordios,  
Poghiktos and Grigoris 

Gordios was a Captain from Caesaria. His parents were pious Chris-
tians. He served in the Royal Army during the reign of the Emperor Dio-
cletian’s. Witnessing many cases of unfairness and injustice, he was iso-
lated and devoted himself to God. When the Emperor Likianus started 
the persecutions against Christians, Gordios went to Caesaria and con-
fessed to the heathen crowd that he was Christian and started to preach 
them the Truth. He was imprisoned and forced to offer sacrifice to the 
idols. But St. Gordios remained unshaken in his faith. After severe tor-
ments he passed away in 320 AD. Christians gathered his relics and bur-
ied them. Poghiktos is the first martyr of the Armenian town Melitene. 
Thanks to his friend he adopted Christianity. He prohibited the reading 
of the King’s Charter before the idols and tore it into pieces. For that 
deed he was martyred being beheaded. in 259 AD. 
Grigoris has been martyred in 549 AD as the result of persecutions of the 
Persian king Denshapouh. Grigoris was Persian by nationality. Before 
baptism his name was Manajihr. During the reign of the Armenian Gov-
ernor Mzhezh Gnouni he left for Armenia and was baptized and re-
ceived a new name – Grigoris. Afterwards he entered a monastery and 
began to lead monastic life. When the King Denshapouh came to Arme-
nia and found out that in the past Grigoris had been fire-worshipper, 
forced him to return to his old faith. But St. Grigoris did not betray 
Christ and was martyred. 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
The reading is from the first Epistle of St. Paul to the Timothy 1:1-11 
As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so 
that you may command certain people not to teach false doc-
trines any longer or to devote themselves to myths and endless gene-
alogies. Such things promote controversial speculations rather than 
advancing God’s work—which is by faith. The goal of this command 
is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 
sincere faith. Some have departed from these and have turned to 
meaningless talk. They want to be teachers of the law, but they do 
not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently 
affirm. We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. We also 
know that the law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers 
and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, — and 
for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine that conforms to 
the gospel concerning the glory of the blessed God, which he entrust-
ed to me. 

The reading is from the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according 
to John (2:1-11) 
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ 
mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited 
to the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, 
“They have no more wine.” “Woman, why do you involve 
me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to 
the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Nearby stood six stone wa-
ter jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each hold-
ing from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the 
jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim. Then he told 
them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” 
They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had 
been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, 
though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called 
the bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine 
first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to 
drink; but you have saved the best till now.”What Jesus did here in 
Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed 
his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs 
through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in 
him. 



Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Arshaluys Kaleli, Girair Poladian, Agnes Krikorian, 

Gloria Ohanian, Bernard & Lucy Tepikian,  
Diane Davidian, Ann Devejian 

 
as well as all the sick and recovering members  

of our community. 
May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, and 

grant them good health & recovery. 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering 

any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add 
them to his prayer list where they will be remembered before “the Holy and 

Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 

Honor your loved ones by donating an 
engraved leaf on the  

St. Gregory TREE OF LOVE 
Children, Grandchildren, Parents,  
Grandparents, Aunts & Uncles …  

 
Each brass leaf will be custom engraved to honor your loved one(s).  

No limit on how many you can purchase!  
This is a wonderful way to honor a special occasion, milestone event, 

marriage, new baby, “in tribute to”, “in memory of”, etc.   
Each leaf is 2”x 3” and can be engraved with 20 characters  

on each of four lines. The cost per leaf is $500.  
(payable to:  St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church) 
For each leaf sold the Parish Council will donate $10 to the  

ACYOA Juniors. 

ACOLYTE TRAINING PROGRAM 
All boys (ages 8 and over) and girls (ages 8-12) who are interested in be-

coming altar servers are encouraged to speak with Fr. Mesrob. 
The Acolyte’s Training Program is tailored for young boys/girls who would 
like to learn to participate in the liturgical services of the Armenian Church 
as altar servers. Knowledge of Armenian Language is not a prerequisite for 

serving on the altar.  
For more information or sign up your child(ren) please talk to Fr. Mesrob 

Cell # 804-405-9399 or email  fr.mesrob@yahoo.com.  



îÜúðÐÜ¾ø  /  CHRISTMAS HOME BLESSING 
From the earliest times, the home was a sacred place, the 
center of family and ritual life. It is the most basic of all 
social structures, where we are born and live many years, a 
place where great family events transpire. Here we break 
bread, share joys and sorrows, pray, celebrate, worship. 
Here God is present in the loving relationships that trans-
cend fragile human existence. Every family is a miniature 
of a “Little Church—Ecclesia” and in this “Little Church” 
the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of 
God permeate.  
According to the sacred traditions of the Armenian Church, 

God’s blessing is asked for homes on different occasions, like on the Nativity and 
the Resurrection of Christ, as well as on the joyous occasion of moving into a new 
home.  
During the Home Blessing the priest blesses the bread (which symbolically repre-
sents the Word of God), the water (which is the most essential element of life and 
figuratively represents cleanness) and the salt (which seasons and purifies). These 
three fundamental elements are essential life-giving gifts for human life. In the pray-
er the priest asks for purity and abundance of the three gifts, blesses the home and 
all its dwellers, and asks God to keep them away from visible and invisible enemies, 
and protect them under His powerful right hand, granting them health of soul and 
body. 
Today, more than ever, we need the presence and blessing of the Lord in our homes 
and lives. The revival of this centuries old custom will certainly bring us close to 
our Lord.  
Schedule your Home Blessing with Der Hayr: direct (804) 405-9399, church office  
(914) 428-2595, email: fr.mesrob@yahoo.com.  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
A REMINDER— if you have not yet paid your church member-
ship dues for 2018, please do so as soon as possible to ensure 
your status and the right to participate in the upcoming Annual 
Assembly on Feb. 24, 2019.   
We want your vote to be heard so please be sure to renew your 
membership.  
The annual membership due is $100 p/person and the mem-
bership forms can be found in the narthex.  



ԻՒՂԱԳԻՆ - YUGHAKIN 
Ըստ Հին Կտակարանի, տաճարներուն մէջ կանթեղները 
ձէթով կը վառուէին: Հաւատացեալները այդ նպատակին 
համար ձէթ կամ իւղ կը բերէին եկեղեցի: Իւղագինը, ուրեմն, 
եկեղեցի բերուած ձէթին արժեգինն է, որ կ’ապահովէ 
եկեղեցւոյ ներքին լուսաւորութիւնը: Եկեղեցւոյս հովիւն ու 
ծխական խորհուրդը շնորհակալութիւն կը յայտնեն անցեալի 
ձեր նուիրատուութեանց համար: Կը յուսանք այս տարի եւս 
ձեր առատաձեռն Իւղագինի նուէրները պիտի բարեհաճիք 
ուղարկել եկեղեցւոյս հասցէին ներփակեալ ծրարով: 
  
Christmas Yughakin tradition is an ancient custom which goes back 
to the Old Testament times.  The faithful would bring oil to the temple 
of God so its servants would have enough to eat.  Later this custom 
became a part of the Christian religion when oil was brought to church 
by the believers in order to illuminate it by lighting the candles. 
Today, yugh-a-kin (yugh-oil, kin-price) is simply the price or value of 
oil donated to the church, or in our era, the cost of our Church utili-
ties. 
The Pastor and the Parish Council of S. Gregory thank you for your 
support in the past years. We hope you will continue generously sup-
porting our yughakin donations this year as well. Please send in your 
donations in the enclosed envelope to the church address. 

YOUR SUGGESTIONS FOR 2019 
Your Pastor and Parish Council welcome your suggestions for 
2019 religious, educational, cultural, social, fund-raising activities 
and  events. Remember, this is your church and we value your-
suggestions. 
Even though we, of course, follow the same religious liturgical cal-
endar, we try our best to make sure every year is a different year 
when it comes to educational, cultural, social and fund-raising ac-
tivities and events. 
You may e-mail your suggestions to Fr. Mesrob or to any one of 
our Parish Council members. We thank you in advance. 
Pastor and Parish Council 
 





Today Divine Liturgy. 
Sunday School is on break. 

January 27, 
Sunday 

Inter-Organizational meeting following  
immediately the Divine Liturgy. 

All executive members of our church organizations 
are asked to attend.   

For questions ask Fr. Mesrob or Ellie Krolian. 

February 2, 
Saturday 

SAVE THE DATE: 
The Men’s Club will host a "FUNdraiser",  

Family Super Bowl Kef night. 
Music, games, food, fun for the whole family  

Details inside. 

February 10, 
Sunday 

Pilgrimage to St. Vartan Cathedral 
We are excited to announce that our community 
will be traveling to St. Vartan Cathedral on the 

50th Anniversary of the Consecration of the  
Cathedral on Sunday, February 10, 2019. 
Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan will celebrate the  

Divine Liturgy. Details to follow. 

February 24,  
Sunday 

AANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 
All members and parishioners are invited. 

March 2,  
Saturday 

“Manti” Dinner Night – sponsored by the Ar-
menian School. Details to follow.  

March 23,  
Saturday  

Trip to Sight & Sound Theaters  
Join us for a fun community trip with youth and 
adults to experience this unforgettable show at  
the Sight & Sound Theaters in Lancaster, PA.  


